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REMARKS /ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1 and 2 have been amended to address the rejection 
under 35 USC §112 by eliminating the term "belt type" in claim 
1, and changing "guide member to "belt guide" in claim 2. 

An information disclosure, citing prior art uncovered by 
the European Patent Office is enclosed along with the 
necessary fee. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite further details of the 
structure by which the belt causes base tape to be wound onto 
the take-up reel, that is, pulleys of different diameters 
would cause the take-up reel to rotate faster than the supply 
reel if not held back by the base tape. Claim 1 has also been 
amended to specify that the belt is capable of slipping on the 
pulley of the take-up reel (see paragraph 0005), and that the 
belt guide is "in contact with a section of the belt which 
moves from the pulley of the supply reel to the pulley of the 
tension reel when the supply reel rotates in said first 
direction . " 

In the operation of the transfer tool, the transfer tape 
is pressed against a surface, and pulled away from the supply 
reel, causing the supply reel to rotate. The belt, in turn, 
causes the take-up reel to rotate so that the base tape is 
wound onto the take-up reel. When no guide is present, as in 
the conventional transfer tool of FIG. 2, tension in the 
tension side of the belt, that is, the side that moves from 
the take-up reel pulley to the supply reel pulley during 
operation, causes a small reverse rotation of the supply reel 
when pressure, applied to the transfer head during use, is 
released. When the supply reel rotates in the reverse 
direction, the end of the coating film on the base tape is 
pulled back from the tip of the transfer head, leaving a gap, 
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as seen in FIG. 2. In the invention, the guide 2 presses 
against the side of the belt opposite the tension side, 
eliminating slack, and thereby applies a torque to the supply 
reel that counteracts the tension tending to cause reverse 
rotation. As explained in the specification, the average 
pull-back is reduced from about 3.0 mm to about 0.5 mm. 

Pull-back corresponding to that which occurs in a coating 
film transfer tool is not a problem in the gloss-enhancing 
apparatus of Hoffman et al. or in the sheet feeding apparatus 
of Kajii et al. And, there is no suggestion in either patent 
that elimination of slack by the use of a tension roller or 
the like in a slack portion of a belt is useful in preventing 
pull-back, and neither patent supplies any other reason for 
adding a guide to a coating film tool of the kind shown in 
Stevens. 

In Japanese patent publication 06 127774, element 17 is 
an adjustable device for controlling slip, and is on the 
tension side of the belt. 

In German laid-open patent application DE 41 01 293, a 
roller 82 is shown in FIG. 7. The roller is apparently on the 
slack side of the belt, judging from a comparison of FIG. 7 
with FIG. 4. However, the purpose of the roller is to increase 
the wrap angle of the belt on the take-up drive wheel, and 
thereby ensure that the teeth of the take-up reel engage the 
transverse grooves of the belt for positive engagement of the 
belt with the take-up reel. Thus, there is no possibility of 
slippage of the belt on the take-up reel in the device of FIG. 
7 of the German document. Moreover, in the German document, a 
reverse rotation preventer ( "ruckdrehsperre" ) 74 (see FIG. 4) 
is provided to avoid backlash in the supply reel. Thus, the 
German reference supplies no motivation to include a guide in 
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contact with the slack side of a belt in the case where the 
belt is designed to slip on the take-up reel. Nor does it 
supply motivation to include a guide in contact with the slack 
side of a belt to prevent or reduce backlash. 

The subject matter of claim 1, as amended, is neither 
anticipated nor shown to have been obvious by the prior art of 
record, including the documents cited in the information 
disclosure. Favorable reconsideration and allowance are 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
HOWSON & HOWSON 
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